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f The Sesate, at 7 o'clock on Saturday
iporning, after having been in session all
Bight, passed the civil rights bill by a vote
pf 29 yeas to 10 nays. The full text of the

jtiill as it passed is printed in another column
of 's iVational Republican.

THE SANBORN BUSINESS THE
RESOLUTION OF CENSURE.

( The proposition that the Ilouse shall pass

.ft resolution censuring Secretary Richard-Bon- ,

Assistant Secretary Sawyer, and Soli-

citor BanQeld, of the Treasury Department,
for their connection with the Sanborn con-

tract business, is likely to bo abandoned, or
to fail for want of support. It is such an
unheard-o- f proceeding, so wholly without

precedent, and so unwarranted as an as-

sumption of authority by the House, that it
Shocks the better judgment even of those
vrho were at first inclined to entertain it
Admitting, for the sake of argument, that
jail the charges alleged against these gentle-
men are true, and that the inferences of the
committee, or rather its deductions from
the testimony taken, are correct, it yet ap-

pears that the committee has gone beyond
Ihe scope of the authority of the resolution
Confiding the examination to it. The law
Under wh ich the contracts were made was
pissed by Congress, and that body having

"become satisfied that its execution worked
injustice to the commercial interests of the
country, promptly ordered an investigation

' Tor the purpose of discovering a remedy for
its defects, or securing its repeal. This is

fill that the committee was authorized to do.
Nothing more and nothing less. In the
course of the investigation it was found
necessary to look into the pri-

vate affairs of certain witnesses. Links
In the chain of testimony were
needed to make the record of Sanborn's
transactions complete. There was nothing
60 glaringly improper in this as to provoke
unfavorable comment; but, when the first
Step in this direction was taken, the cu
riosity of tbo examiners seemed to be
aroused. Sanborn and his were
henceforth treated is suspected persons, in

lact. as prejudged criminals, and, from a
mere examination of the workings of a law,
the object of the investigation seemed to bo
changed to a persistent effort to convict
somebody of some corrupt act. In short,
the investigation thenceforth became per-
sonal. A wild hunt followed after some

scandal, and a smelling match
nas begun, in which each committee-
man's noo was more eager than the other
in the effort to detect foul odors. Fright-cne- d

and demoralized by the prevalent de-

mand for purgation and reform, and per-

haps prompted by other and more personal
motives the Republican members gave the
whole thing into the hands of men who, to
say the least, are unfriendly to the party,
and who, in fact, would not be altogether
scrupulous about the manner in which
they trumped up charges against politi-
cal enemies. In this way the com-

mittee trateled tir away from the origi-

nal design of Hie investigation. Now,
ss we have intimated, there seems
to be an inclination to retrace some of the
steps which have led to most unfortunate
results, and at any rate to halt before the
matter is carried too far. The best lawyers
In both Houses have examined the subject '
carefully, and we have yet to hear that one
of them, speaking from candid convictions
end laying aside both personal and political
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that the proposition to censure is proper.
In the first place, it is agreed that it is in the
nature of a punishment, and it is denied '

that the House has any right to punish ex-

ecutive officers of any grade in such a man-
ner, while it is also denied that the commit
tee had any authority to take cognizance of
tho Question of punishment. If it had '

been discovered that anv crime had been
Committed through or with the connivance
of any executive officer, it would have been
the duty of the committee to report the
lact to the House for its action. An inquest
would then have followed, preparatory to
impeachment, and the matter would have
been formally laid before the Senate for trial
under regularly prepared articles of impeach-
ment But nothing of the kind has been
discovered nothing of the kind is charged.
In tho next place, the irregularities which,
it is claimed, have been proven, are not so
much the fault of the executive officers as
they are the fault of the law itself, and if
here be any fault in the law it rests with

Congress. It is consequently plain that the
only thing the House can now do is to
amend or repeal the law, and It would be
nonsense on the part of the committee to
recommend any other proposition.

THE CURRENCY MUDDLE.
it is a1! important that something definite

should be determined by Congress upon the
currency question. The labor interests es-

pecially are suffering from the uncertainty
that hangs over the financial future. If
Congress cannot agree upon anything bet-

ter than we now have, it should say so
speedily, in order that business affairs may
be tranquilized and commerce and industry
gpfprward upon their own responsibility,
ircoJiorn the fear of confusion and inter-
ruption by legislation.

We have already expressed the opinion
that the bill now before the House will do
nothing to inspire the confidence of the
peoplo in monetary affairs. There are other
propositions now in committee which seem
much better calculated to afford relief than
the Senate bill ss amended by the House
committee. Of these, the one Introduced
by Hon. Freeman Clarke, of N. T.. has al
ready been alluded to in these columns
with favor. Attention is now invited to
one somewhat similar in its provisions, but
wnicu, perhaps, on account of tho imme-
diate relief which it would afford to those
sections -- jwiucn have less than their
quota or national bank currency, may
tecome more popular It is House

3,100, introduced by Hon.
Samuel Hooper, of Massachusetts, on
the 27th ofApril, 1874. It provides for the
issue of national bank notes to associations
now organized In those States and Terri- -
lories having less than their quota under It
tho national banking act of 1864, until such. " I

j Tjy the census oM870, It
repeals the-sixt- section of the. act for the
redemption of the three per cent loan cer-
tificates ofJuly 12, 1870. It provides that
not.moro than one half of tije reserve of
country banks shall consist of an amount or
balance due from association for therc- -

demptlonof Its" circulation," and that.no
part of said reserve shall beir Interest. So

much for expansion. On the .otherjiand,
it is made the duty of tho Secretary of the
Treasury to retire and cancel monthly one
half as many greenbacks as shall have been
issued of tho now national bank notes
during the preceding month.

On and after the first of July, 1873,

United States notes not bearing Interest
may be exchanged at the Treasury In
amounts of one hundred dollars or mul-

tiples thereof, for per cent
fifteen-thirt- y gold-bearin-g bonds. After
July 1, 1877, greenbacks are made re-

deemable In coin at the Treasury, and also
receivable for duties on imports, and may
be reissued. Twenty-yea- r gold bonds may
be issued at not exceeding six per cent, in-

terest. If necessary to provide coin for the
above purpose, and exchanged for coin at
not less than par, but tho aggregate of this
class of bonds shall not exceed two hundred
and fifty millions of dollars.

This act would provide for an increase
of nearly ono hundred millions of national
bank notes, of which Virginia would be
entitled to receive, .per capita of her popu-
lation, 10.83; West Virginia. $4.06; North
Carolina. 3.33: South Carolina. S6.7I:
Georgia. S3.-- Florida. SS.52: Alabama.
$9.45; Mississippi, $9.99; Louisiana, $4.93J
Texas. $3.93: Arkansas. 89.80: Kentucky.
$4.22; Tennessee. $7.34; "Tissoori, $0.24;
Ohio, $1.04; Indiana, $1.23; Illinois, $2.98;
Michigan, $3.03; Wisconsin, $6.92; Iowp,
$5.23; Kansas, $4.99; Nebraska, $3.42;
Nevada, $9.72; Oregon, $7.53; Idaho, $4;
Wyoming $2.10; New Mexico, $7.00; Da-

kota, $6.83; Arizona, $10; California, $10.

COL. BAMO'S TESTIMONY.
Col. Simo on Saturday completely upset

the fabric of4 Mr. Blickcnsderfcr's supposi-
tions and calculations by showing, in a
very complete statement which he sub-

mitted, that the which
the former reported were not correct; that
he had not measured the same surfaces;
that he had not included the old work on
avenues, which Congress appropriated
money to pay for, and, moreover, that Mr.
Blickcnsdcrfcr fell Into these errors because
he had not obeyed the Instructions of the
committee to notify tho Government engi-
neers when ho was ready to proceed with
his measurements. There are some curious
circumstances about this business that need
explanation. There has been collusion
somewhere, from all appearances, to get
Blickcnsderfcr's statements out without the
anti-dat- e of their connections. If this busi-

ness of measuring is to go on, it is time to
put it in tho hands of the United States
engineer department. Mr. Blickensdcrfcr's
efforts, however well intended, settle
nothing, even if they should, in any respect,
be uncontradicted.

CUBA AND SPAIN THE ABOLI-
TION OP SLA VERT.

The reflex of popular opinion, as it finds
an exponent in the press of the country,
shows that the pending effort to secure a
favorable recognition by our Government'
of the Cuban republic is sustained by an
overwhelming' majority of our people. It
is true that the question has been agitated
for yean in a fitful kind of a way; but it
now appears to have received a new Im-

pulse to bo nursed by rren of such un-

doubted integrity that the encwal of the
effort is hailed with assurances of success.
Mr. Carpenter, in the Senate, and the ven-

erable Judge Poland, in the Ilouse, have
taken the lead in Congress, and, as we have
said, they are sustained by the people. This
unanimity of feeling arises mainly from the
del the people generally do not enter-
tain the m3t friendly feeling toward the
Spanish Government, and a belief, in view
of the prolonged struggle which the in-

surgents have maintained, that the re-

public will succeed of its own strength.
Added to this is the conviction that
it is tho duty of our Government,
remembering its own revolution against
Great Britain, to grant what aid it can con-

sistently to other colonics engaged in a
similar revolution. But the Cubans have
profited by our experience, and have doubly
earned a right to our sympathy by the man-

ner in which they began their revolution.
When, in the autumn of 1863, the insur-
gent leaders met to frame the constitution
of their new form of government and to
declare their independence, they had be- -

fr5 Uiem, not only our own Declaration
and Constitution, but the incidents of our
civil war were still fresh in their minds,
They saw that slavery, tho great curse to
mi. .mim, lUlUkflll. Ul UIO U.1U, uau.uuij'
been abolished within its limits after long
protracted and bloody stnfe. Taking ad--

vantage of the lesson taught by this terrible
experience, with tho very pens used to
declare their own independence they signed
the manumission papers of thousands of
slaves. In fact, as each man gave In his
adherence to the new cause, it was with
the distinct understanding that the new re-

public was to be the government of a free
people, and that from its very inception
there should be no such thing under it as
involuntary servitude. If nothing else were
to be adduced toshow that these people were
in earnest, this would be sufficient The
sacrifice of property thus made gave
convincing proof of their devotion to tho
causoof liberty in the purest and freest
sense of the term; for it most be remem-
bered that Spain held out then, as she still
holds out, offers of protection to property
in slaves to those of her subjects vho re-

mained loyal. Nor is this all. The con-
stitution then. adopted has been carefully,
even rigorously, guarded by the people by
whom it was unanimously ratified. Its
provisions have been faithfully executed
wherever and whenever.the exigencies of
war would allow. Bo true Is this that the
first President of the republic Carlos
Manuel de Cespedes having usurped
power as the commander-in-chie- f of the
military forces, which had not been dele
gated to him by the Congress, was formally
and quickly impeached. In this proceed-in- g

there was nono of tho hot blood and ex
citement which generally characterizes a
change In the head of the South American
Governments; but the trial was conducted
with dignity and decorum, showing that
the Cubans are better prepared for

than their South American
neighbors, and that they aro peculiarly in
fitted for submission In a quiet and peace-
able way to the contingencies which may
arise at any time under a republic

In the meantime Spain has been torn with
dissension and strife; has changed her gov
ernmental forms until it has become almost
impossible to keep trace of them. ..Isabella
has abdicated; Serrano, Castelar, pjim and
others have In vain attempted to organize
affairs, and y she presents tho sad
aspect or a great nation struggling with in-

different
in

success to subdue Don Carlos, while
the Madrid authorities can themselves find no
proper word or phrase with which to char-
acterize their authority. Serrano, after the
overthrow of Castelar, it Is true,' did an-

nounce himself as President of the Supreme
Power of Itdpublic, but he might as well
have proclaimed himself King. And under
all her forms she has failed to do anything In
effectual in recognition of the spirit of the can
age which demands the abolition of slavery.

Is true, she has promised; but what are
in promises of a Spaniard of the govprnlnj I'

bo tried, to'kcep faltli and deal fairly with
u uiuitu Diues I and
Thlsis but the faint outlino

which might be extended almost with-
out limit between Cuba" and Spain, and al-
ways to tho disadvantage or the latter. Tho
one is proven to be proud, brave, sclf-rel- i-

issues shall cquaVtenJflollars per capita orjchsst Witness the fate of Castelar whei
thelrpopulatlbn

' I 'A lw
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ant and consistent ; the other to Be vain,
arrogant, dishonest and fickle. While the
Cubans 'have abolished slavery and have
maintained a government in all its forms
with as much consistency as the exigencies
of war will allow, the Spaniards have sus-

tained slavery in its vilest forms, and have
been unable even t3 define tho. ever-3ban-

ing system of government under which
they live, or more properly try to live.
We can draw but one inference from this,
and it is so thoroughly in accord with the
natural sympathies of the American heart
that the friends of Free Cuba record "itwith
joy. Congress cannot complete the record
too soon. It has the power and no doubt
the will to do it ; but it should be done
without further delay.

POL YGAMYDELEOA TE CANNON
A law of the United States makes the

practice of polygamy a crime ,in all tho
Territories. It Is a felony punishable by
imprisonment in the penitentiary. It is
charged, upon credible, irrcfragtble testi-

mony, that a Delegate In Congress is
guilty of this crime. There are numerous
witnesses here Who are able to prove this
crime against him. The Delegate docs not
himself pretend to deny it. At home it is
Ms boast and his pride. It is a prominent
doctrine of tho religion of hlscct, and bf
which, he is an ardent and Influential
apostle and exemplar.

The question before tho Committee on
Elections of the House nbwJs not whether
it shall expel a member on account of the
tenets of his religion. This it has clearly
no right to do. But it lias a right to de-

termine whether It will sit in the House
with a member who defiantly and proudly
confesses that he is not only a polygamist,
living in open defiance of the law of Con-

gress prohibiting it, but also that he was
sent here by tho head of tho Mormon
Church, purposely to enforce from the
Congress of the United States the recogni-
tion of polygamy as a Mormon right It
was the boast in Salt Lake City of leading
Mormons that this cunning device of Brig-ha-

Young would commit Congress to tho
legality of polygamy, and jruaranteo the
repeal of the penal statute concerning it.

If Congress shall pass Judge Poland's
bill, and expel Mr. Cannon, tho indict-
ment and conviction of tho latter will speed-
ily follow, and the Mormons be made
to understand that their bestial and lech-

erous practices in the name of religion shall
cease. Upon the subject of the investiga-
tion into the truth of the allegations that
Cannon is a practical poljgamist, tho Salt
Lake City Tribunt discourses in this man-
ner: "It would appear to be high time that
"this were done. Butin all conscience we
"would like to know the necessity of this
"inquest. Does Cannon deny that he is a
"polygamist t Docs he not rather boast of
"it and justify the system publicly! He
"certainly does so in Salt Lake City. Has
"he gone back on himself in Washington?
"The writer hereof had the felicity of
"meeting this apostle of concubinage and
"adultery. In the summer of 1809, at Salt
"Lake City. We called at his office, were
"introduced and listened to a eulogy upon
"the divine ordinance of polygamy, its ben-

efits morally, socially and physically, un-"t- il

in sheer amazement and disgust we
"took our leoae. George Q. Cannon then
"openly boasted that he was a polygamist;
"that he was living with several women,
"each of whom he called his wife. Does
"he do so or does he deny his bes-"tia- l,

practices? If the
"former be true what is the use of a o

to decide the quetslon? If the
his claim let the investigation be

"had and that speedily. This man who
"now holds a scat In Congress, on equal
"terms with the Delegates from Colorado,
"Arizona and other Territories of this
"Union, is guilty of what in any other
"civilized country on the globe would send
"him to a dungeon. He is guilty of that
"which in every other Slate and Territory
"of this nation is esteemed a damning
"crime, and for the commission of which
"scores oi both men and women are yearly
"sent to prison. And yet this lecherous
"apostle of a monstrous relic of a barbarous
"custom which y only obtains among
"half civilized and barbarous nations, is
"admitted to the councils of the most

and enlightened nation on the
"globe. Is it not a damning blot upon the
"fair fame of this country ; a disgrace most
"foul ; a stench in the nostrils of civilized
"people?"

HR. CLUSS AND HIS "TRAINER.''
What remained of Mr. Cluss on Friday

was demolished on Saturday. If anything
was needed to finish and embellish the dis-

graceful record ho has made, it was fur-

nished in the further by
counsel, and In calling to account
by members of tho committee, who, ono
after the other, save Mr. Wilson, took up
lib statements, and. Insisting on direct an-
swers, compelled him to retract his false-

hoods of Wednesday until there was noth-
ing left but the bare skeleton ot his purpose,
with its motive clearly revealed. He
finally confessed that ho did not mean to
charge fraud upon his associates.

Mr. Cluss was even more embarrassed
and more confused than on Friday, and his
condition was absolutely pitiful. What can
be sadder in the case of any man supposed
to possess reason and common sense than to
be placed in a position where he must beg
counsel not to put him to the necessity of
committing perjury by Insisting on direct
answers? Yet this Is just what Mr. Cluss
asked of the Governor's counsel on Friday
afternoon. We have no desire to add to
tho odium which this poor man must now
forever carry. We suppose it Is largely
owing to mental weakness, an incontinent
purpose, and a "pedantic" vanity to use
his own description of himself that he haa
been led into this most unfortunate posi-
tion. Possessed of a- - fair share of intelli-
gence and considerable experience, he is
capable of accomplishing quiet things in a
quiet way. But his temper-
ament, and his incoherent methods, totally
disqualify him for large operations,
and the discovery of this fact after he was
appointed doubtless led to the frequent
consultation of his more accomplished
assistants, and he has been frank enough to
confess that this piqued his vanity. Hence,

tho hands of a deft manipulator, he
thought be saw an opportunity for his re
venge. He seized it, and it has come home
to him like a boomerang.

Perhaps the most significant spectacle in
the scenes( of Friday and Saturday was the
utter desertion of the witness by Mr.' Wil-
son,

J

the man who led hlm"In,to this lament- -
able-positi- But not an effort did he
make to help lib Victim out "of tho whirl-
pool of falsehood, shamoand mortification

which he was" engulfed. The abandon
ment was as cruel as the Inception of the
outrage was d and malicious.

We have been asked what evidence ex-

ists going to show that Mr. Jeremiah M.

Wilson "trained" Mr. Class, or that he
his disqualified himself from rendering a
verdict in this case! We answer, that .the
evidence is abundant, specific and notorious.

this particular case it is as disgraceful as a

well be conceived. The whole Cluss
business 'was "arranged", by Mr. Wilson,
without the knowledge of the committee.
For days before Cluss received any sub--

pxna, private consultations were naa
them, Class going to Wilson's room,
Wilson- - going to Class's house.

Cluss's vanity was so tickled by the assoS
elation that he indiscreetly boasted of these
conferences, and the fact that they took
place is undeniable. Cluss furnished the
data upon which Wilson prepared a list of his

questions, and to. these questions Ouss d

answer In writing pefore going on
the stand. That waTthe first that members
of the committee knew of this game. What
makes the outrage more flagrant Is the fact
that many of these-answe- required Infor-
mation, not only from the engineer's office,
but from the . auditor's office anajrom the
Treasury Department; yet Mr. Cluss spread
upon the record statements so incomplete
and false upon their face that even he was
compelled to say that the proper sources of
information .were not "available" This Is
the manner in which "evidence" has been
manufactured'to "convict" The result
hardly Justifies .the felicitations In which
Jlr. Wilson indulged In advance. Nor Is
it the case of Mr. Cluss' alone. The list of
similar outrages Is long, and the examples
are flagrant This sort of thing has been go-
ing on from the inception of the investi-
gation down to the present time. Scores
of witnesses for the prosecution, from Sy-ph-

down to Cluss, have been "trained"
by Mr. Wilson for tho sama purpose. He
has been gorged by tho memorialists with
their statementsivand allegations, and his
room and his society have been the con-

genial resort for ovcry ono who -- had a
slander to retail or. ftrlef to revenge. He
has never put a question with a purpose, to,
elicit anything but unfavorable evidence."
HeliasncVtS" a witness for
the prosecution with a view to test the ac
curacy of his statements. He has clothed
his questions with false assumptions, pre-

viously Inspired byahestilo anwnw,-nn- d

witnesses have had to be wary of their
answers le3t they swore to his facts Instead
of their own. Ho has used the machinery
of tho committee to further his personal
ends and the private malice of others. Ho
has resisted, in committee and out' of it,
Atrvt1itnf ttit rmrrtaAS tn Aag retell? ri,T.

the District of Columbia, Gen.
mm luc xsisbriui uuiccrs. lie una ueua or-
ganized to convict" from the beginning.
He has thought it sifo to attempt to gain
personal renown by striking the District of
Columbia, because there was no one here
to strike back. This Is the man, and these
have been his purposes. Ho proposes to
make up a judgment for his colleagues and
for Congress. We mean that people shill
know in advance that he has rendered him-

self utterly incapable of rendering any
judgment whatsoever.

THE MOST HEALTHY CITY IN THE
UNION.

During tho last few years Washington
has outstripped all her sister communities
in the Union, and carried away the palm of
the handsomest city in the country. An
examination of sanitary statistics shows
that she has also become the most healthy
city in the Union. When we consider tho
condition and reputation of tho city ten
years ago, with its fever and ague, almost
uninhabitable for several months .in tho
year, the change which has taken place is
all the more apparent and striking. The
result Is, of course. In a great measure, due
to the immense improvements that havo
been made paved streets and avenues, the
filling up of the old canal, a thorough sys-

tem of drainage all supplemented, of
course, by the rigid enforcement of the ex-

cellent sanitary regulations of th rBoard of
Health. The advance made in this. respect- -
has been really marvelous, as the follow-figur-

will show : In 1S70 the percent-
age for each one thousand inhabitants
was about the same as that of other lead-

ing American cities, viz. : 23.81. In 1871,
after the Board of Health had been In op-

eration a short time, and the system of im-

provements was in part perfected, we find
these figures reduced to 31.09. The board,
however, did not get into fair working
order until 1872, when we find the average
death-rat- e still further reduced to 18.43. In
1883 it was still lower 10.03 : and for'the
six months ending March 31, 1874, s

touched the really extraordinary figures of
14.83. It thus appears that notwithstand-- 1

the prevalence or epidemic smallporduring
the years 1873 and 1873, causing the death
of C33 persons, viz., iu 1872, 237 persons,
and in 1873, 313 persons, the death rate
was reduced from 21.09 in 1871, to 18.42 in
1872, and from 18.43 in 1872, to 10.03 in
1373. Tho total number of deaths in the
District during the six months ending
March 31, 1874, was 1,007, or 14.33 per
cent per each 1,093 inhabitants, with an
citimatcd population of lit0,009. Judging
from past experience, the total death-rat- e

In the District during the year 1874, will
not be above 15.09 per cent per each 1,009
of the inhabitants.
IfAn examination of the statistics of fifty-eig-

cities of the United States, North,
South, East and West, shows only three
with a lower death-rat- e than Washington,
namely, Burlington, Vermont, K Denver,
Colorado; and Jacksonville, In 'Florida.
The statistics of New York city, for 1873,
give a percentage of 23.73 almost double
that or Washington. In 1872; (tho only
figures available,) the death-rat- e in Phila-
delphia was (omitting the decimal) 20, in
Brooklln 28, St Louis 29, Chicago 27, Bal-

timore 25, Boston 30, Cincinnati 29, New
Orleans 39, San Francisco 17, Buffalo 17,
Cleveland 19, Newark 81, Detroit 23, Al-

bany 19, Milwaukee 21, Pittsburg 27, Prov
idence 23, Rochester 18, Richmond 23,
Memphis 40. New Haven 23, Alleghany
23, Troy 34, Charleston 81, Worcester 29,
Lowell 23, Cambridge 24, St Paul 17, Fall
River 20, Hartford 15. Wilmington 20, Port-
land 23, Dayton 19, Lawrence (Mass.) 23,
Manchester 20, Quincy (III, 15, &c., &c.

These figures conclusively show what
rapid progress we have made in sanitary
science during the last two or three years.
While nearly all the cities in the Union
have been either standing still or going
from bad to worse, Washington has been
shooting rapidly shead, until it would really
seem as If it was one of the most favored
points in the country so far as mortality
goes. It will take some years 'to get rid of--

the bad reputation we acquired "in1 the old
ante bellum days ; but that we shall do so
ultimately, there can be no doubt, if only
the same active moasurcs that have marked
the last few years are continued in the fu
ture. Congress and the whole" country has
a direct interest in the sanitary condition of
Washington, for jeasons which It would be I
entirely superfluous to enumerate. It Is to
be hoped that the Legislative Assembly
will sustain the Board of Health in every
way possible, and not hesitate to nuke lib
eral appropriations for the continuance of
its work. The material and other Interests

theJ'ral
Lreputatlon of tho city In' this respect at the
present time as well .as, in tho immediate'
luture.

THE QIULS' REFORM SCHOOL.
The institution which Mrs. Spencer and

the ladies associated with her propose to
establish in' this city, and for which they
have asked the aid Congress, is sadly
needed, and should have been founded
long ago. We are glad to know that tho
committee having the subject in charge arc
entirely favorable to the proposition, and
have agreed to so report We have no de-

sire to enter into facts and details, because
public journal is hardly the, place In

which to do so, but Congress, "having
thrown a large, ignorant population on our
hands, is to a grert extent responsible-fo- r

the present condition of aSJilrs. and should
provide the proper remedy. We hope tho
Girls Reform School-wi- ll bs put, dirty
under way as soon as possible.

A man who recently died at West Trdy de
posed, by will, of everything he possessed,
even minute articles, except A"favorlte'liorse",

declaring that he would leave one thing for
heirs to fight about.

DISTRICT EWESTIGATI0N
Continual from ttcondpagt.J

Q. And those tables are concealed so that
you coold not understand them! A. I could
understand that the price was too much which
was obtained, as an average, especially after I
had gone through the exact process of taking
thonTerage of sewers actually built and not of
assumption.

Q. Here Is your certificate In connection with
the Increase of the Evans Concrete Pavement
Company; la that correct! A. Yes, sir.

Q. December U, 1872! A. Yes, sir. ly

referred to the Inspector of butld-lu- rs

for hi opinion." Now, this is what I had
in view. I was not a member of the board,
bat Inspector of buildings; and then this In
dortement led me unwillingly to think that I
was not a member of the Board of Public
Works. You see it was referred to ms as In-
spector of baUdinjs."

Q. You were a member at that time! A. I
was.

By Mr. Hattmgly: Q. And had been for
over two months! A. Yes, sir: but this Indorse-
ment to the Inspector of buildings misled me.

Counsel here produced the papers set out on
pazes 431. 421 and 425 of printed record.

The Witness. While we are speaking on
this subject, there Is one error which is. apt to
mislead very much here. I found It only to-

day. On pjge 2031 there oozht to be "sod-dlD- ,"

Instead of "flagging,.'7 loit likely I
spolio Indistinctly. " - i

Q. If jou wlltturn to the bottom ,of page
2031 the question was asked:

Q, Are ire to nnderstand jron to say In regard to
this letting otoontracts.tbst you were not consulted
asamembororthabotrdr A. Nerer. lwlabtosir
there Is ono single cxceDtlon.' and this Is as far
s 1 remember. 'I went soma Urns In Juljr of last

year i napDenea to ffo on easiness lomeprirate
oinca or the vice Dreildent. Mr. ShSDlierd. I
found blm there In consultation with Mr. Oertlr.
anu, loounz at vnat mojr were aoing. I saw moy
wcroelTloK oat contracts for main sewers. They
showed maw hit tbey were dolar, anil at that
boor, I think It was yes. It was then that a mil-
lion dollars' worth ot contracts were circa oatI was present bat was not consulted bnt In one
single Instance. 1 remember I made an objecUon
to tLo party who was to bare this contract

Were no: you and Mr. Oerfly at Jlr. Shep-
herd's office on that occasion by special le-
anest I A. Mr. Oertly may have been there ;
1 happened to drop In on other business.

ij. uia you not receive a note lrom Mr.

S2S?r3Tofi&over the matter of letting out the contracts for
these sewers I A. No; I do not think I re
ceived any notice like that.

Q. You do not remember any such notice!
A. No, sir. If it was sent up to the Board of
Public Works office It never was delivered to
me, because I am positive about that that I
dropped In and found the two gentlemen there.

Qi You do not remember this: that while
you and Mr. Oertly were there In the office
some three or four other gentlemen were there
engaged with Mr. Shepherd on private busi-
ness, and that after tbevgot through then you,
Mr. Oertly, and Mr. Shepherd went over tho
matter of these sewer contracts; do you re-
member that! A. I do not remember about the
three or four gentlemen having been there.

Q. Do you not remember you had to wait
until they got through before you could talk
nun uorernor snepnera aDom these sewers)
A. In the multifarious dalles of one year I
could not remember such an occurrence.

Tho Chairman. Mr. Mattingly, to refresh his
memory, give him the names of the persons
who were present.!

Mr. Mattlngly: I do not know the names of
those persons who were present now, sir.

(. But do yon remember, as I understand
you to say, that you were only consulted on
that occasion with reference to one of these
contracts! A. The occurrence is exactly as I
stated It. I stated that I made an objection In
two cases at least I mean to say that I made
objection in one case; the other, Gallagher &
Co., I could not object to, because I never heard
their names before. Tbey are no citizens of
the District. I did not know them as mechan-
ics In that line; and so I thought the Governor
most likely knew them better than t.

Q. Did not Governor Shepherd on that occa-
sion talk over, both with you and Mr. Oertly,
each oca of those A. Well,
they could not have let out $1,000,000 worth of
work If each one of them had not been as-

signed; each ono of them mnst, of coarse, have
been talked about the length of it, the prices
and the designation by name. ,

Q. And was talked about on that occasion!
A. res, sir; that was so.

Q. That was so- - then yon were consulted
about that! A. Well, I was not consulted
about tbat. l sav Just now that I would not.
as a citizen of Washington, give a contract of
Kku,wu to an outsider lr there was a free and
lair consultation aoout it. l nave too mucn
respect for the mechanics of the District.

Q. Do I understand you to say that Gover
nor Shepherd talked over the matter with you,
as to each one of these sewer contracts, on that
occasioni a. oiri

Q. Tbat ho did, on that occasion, talk over
with you the matter of each one of these sewer
contracts? A. My testimony U correct In that
regard.

Q. Answer that question. If vou please. A.
i nose sewers were iaiccn in nana, mere was
no talk about tbem. The nrlco was fixed, so
much for depredation ofpaper put on, and the
same was put on to it.

a. Was that all done there on tbat dar! A
It was sent back, no doubt, to the clerk's
omce in ine ouice oi me vice president
n netner it loox mem one or nvo aavs alter
that to sena out the notice, l do not know,
sir.

q. Were you consulted about the price! A.
The Governor said: "Should I think is that a
fair good price!" I looked at the figures of
.iir. ucrtiy tne ngures, mosiot inem, naa
been made by Mr. Oertly I looked at the
figures, and said, to thebestof my recollection,
It was $33 a thousand for brick and cement,
and which, If they were well laid, Is not too
much. In ono case only It was over. Theso

F rices, I said, were good, and were fab-- prices,
do not want to get out of It. I will take the

responsibility. I consulted about that.
y. louwerci A. les, tnai is to sav. aoout

the price; but not about the msa who got the
worK;

j. Well. I understood vou to cav. the other
day, that when the different contractors were
named for the different work that there was
one name you did object to! A. Yes, sir.

q. xou made no objection to tne others, did
you! A. It was notorious how the business of
the board has been done.

q. Ob, answer the question. Did you at
that time object to anybody else but the one
thatjou had named! A. I did not consent.

q. DkI you object! A. If silence no sir.
q. You did not object! A. I did not object.
q. Now, there was one contractor to whom

you did object! A. Yes. sir.
Q. Who was that! Well, it Is hardly fair

that I put myself ont
q. Well, you have already stated. A. Well,

It was Thompklns & Buggies. I did it for the
simple reason that I thought tbey had too
mucn worK on nana.

Q. You had a right to object; it was very
proper that vou should, If there were any
reasons for It, and you did object! A. The
Governor readily assented. I must rive him
credit when I stato it, that each was the case. I

V. xou recommended somebody else for
that contract! A. Yes, sir.

Q. And be gavo it to him! A. Yes, sir.
Q. And tbat other person you recommended

was Sam Strong! A. Yes, sir.
Q. And he cot tbat contract! A. Yes. sir.
Q. On your recommendation! A. Yes, sir;

Sam. Strong is a stonemason and bricklayer,
of this District.

Q. Do you remember who was In the room
at the time! A. I have stated that I remem-
ber there were Mr. Shepherd and Mr. Oertly
there. Similar meetings 11' .e that took place
In his office. It Is very hard to say, for mi or
anybody else, after one year has passed, who
was present at that meeting.

Q. I know; bnt yon testified here the other
day as to ono particular meeting, and as to what
was done at tnat meeting! A. l stated my
recollection.

Q. DoyourememberDr.Howebclngpresent;
you know blm! A. Yes, sir.

q. Was he there! A. He may have been.
do not know. I now think that he might

havo been there; bs might have taken the
names of these men to whom the assignments
were made, but I am not Dosltlve about tbat.
.My wnoio testimony was to snow the wav or
aomg me worK oi sucn magnituae, not mat 1
was a partner to it. If I am, I confess my
guilt.

q. xouaunaeaa utile wtuie ago, andsev- -

Mr. Shepherd and Mr. Oertly In your office!
A. A correspondence kept private from me.
It was an official correspondence kept prime
from me.

9.. You say, oapage 2059: "The prices for
Government were fixed between
Mr. Oertly and Mr. Forsyth, and Mr. Sarao.
And the prices for the contractor were fixed
by a private correspondence between Mr, Shep- -
nera ana air. ueruy or my omce." xou also
say this: "He notified mo afterward that inch
and such was to be the price; that Is on the
recora." .

The Witness. Why is not that letter forth
coming, for which I have asked several times

Air. aiaiiingiy. .Because mere is no such let-
ter In existence.

The Witness. Yes. there is. I saw that cor.
rcspondencs.

u. 'What is the date of It! A. I cannot re
member tbo date.

Q. Youseem to remember a good many dates!
A. I do: a good many. You have that letter
here. JA paper was here handed to Mr. Mat- -

Mr. Mattlnflv. I have soTnethlmr hers: I
havo all the papers with reference to this mat- -
Mr.

The WitnessYes; here it Is. Receiving doc-
ument from Mr. Mattlngly.

Mr. Mattlngly. Is that what yon nllude to.
WASmVOTOir, August S, 1971.

Respectfully referred to Deputy Engineer
Oertly, ke., who will fix the price for this work
and glrethe necessary directions. -

liy order)! the board.
UaAnr.cs 8, Jonx-sox-.

Assistant decretory.

ot Washington largely denenduoon tlme' to a private correspondence between

of

was

-- The Witness. No doubt Is Is. " Bcferred"
to Deputy Engineer Oertly." -

Q. That Is what you say! A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, Just answer me a few plain ques-

tions. That Is the paper you saw! A. Yes,
sin I think it Is.

Q. And on the strength of that you swore
here the other day, as I have read to you, that
the prices were 'fixed by private correspond-
ence between Mr. Shepherd and Mr. Oertly!
A. By an official correspondence, kept from
me.

Q. And now you say It was an official corre-
spondence, kept private from you;, that is
what you mean by a private correspondence!
A. No, sir: I do not yes, that Is the Idea
that I mean to convey.

Q. Do you mean to say that this Is an offi-
cial letter from Mr. Shepherd to Mr. Oertly!
A. Well, It Is from the vice president of the
board, Mr. Shepherd. At that time Mr. Shep-
herd was vice president until September some
time; and then If this was by order of the board,
the board Is the vice president. v

Q. Tbat Is the way you reached that result,
Is It! That anything done by order of the board
Is an order of the vice president! And when a
matter Is referred to Mr. Barncv. or Mr. Oertlr.
or any other of your subordinates, by order of
tne uoara, mat it ui private correspondence
between the vice president and one of yourdep- -
utiesr a. u is an omcui corresponaencc Kept
private from me.

O. An official correspondence of the vice
'president! Look at your records, and see what
is me entry you nave relating to mat matter.
jl. ii is aimcnit to una anyining ncrc.

Br Mr. Hubbell: Q. I would like to have
one explanation. You call this letter an offi-
cial correspondence, an official letter passing
between the vice president and one ofyour sub--
nrainatcs, Kept private out or yoar sight j A.
zes, sir.

o. By whose order was It kent from ober- -

.ration! A. Bythe fact that the vice president
uiu nut Buuress.me engineer aeparimcm or tae
engineer In charge.

(j Let us understand a little. When that
letter was referrrd.to tho engineer's office was
it placed on file in the engineer's office ! A.
No, this goes back; an entry Is made most
likely In this book, Indicating.

q. By whose order was it kept away from
you! A. It never came to me.

o ordered It to be kept private from
you! A. The board said to Mr. Oertly to fix
the price for (bb.

Q. Let me understand. Do ynu wish the
committee to understand tbat Mr. Shepherd,
as vice president of the board, sent this com-
munication to Oertly and directed him to keep
It privately from you? A. Ob, no ; I do not
mean that. I mean the effect of it was that.

(j. What do you mean! Do you mean that
a letter came Into the engineer's office which
you did not happen to see! A. Yes, sir; so
that I am not responsible for the price.

Q. Could you have seen It if you had looked
for It? A. Of course, If I had twenty-lou- r
cye3 1 might possibly see every day what Is
going on ; bnt as I have only two I have to
rely upon confidential assistants.

Q. Then all you mean by "kept private from
you" is that a communication was sent from
the Board of Fublfc Wo.ks Into the engineer's
office -- a matter referred to one of the assist-
ant s which you did not happin to see ! A. Yes,
sir: tbat is It.

Mr. Wilson. I will read the whole thing and
put It in the record.

rtoxnD or rtranc
UlliKIU, U, '"IWARnmnTilv. Aurmtt H73

OetTLniEi: I desire to Iniuria yoa that I hare
commenced work upon the contract awarded cce
nvorat days since, lor jointing and setting of flg
footways around the Botanie Harden, but owln
to no prtco being pat upon the same I hare not yet
signed the contract. I desire to stata that I do
the gadlng, furnish my own sand, cement. Joint-
ing and settlnsr of the stone. In fact, ererrthlnir
with the exception of furnishing thejtone, whlcl
Is the old nagging taken from the iojt Uffiee and
Patent Offlco Departments.

My work Is also somewhat retarded by air.smun, superintendent ot uotanic garden, who de.
sires two footwars. of nine fast each, on Third
street, an&two on Maryland arenue, ono of nine
and the ether of twelre feet. Mr. Smith's idea Is
to make an attractive promenade around the gar-
den, with two rows of trees on bjth Third street
and Maryland arenue. I bare to request that
the mattsrmay be definitely settled as speedily
as possible, so tbat I may not be delayed in the
prosecution of my worr.

Terr respectfully, Josxre It. Flbtoues.
To the honorable Board of Puitte Works.

BOABD OF rCBLIC WOKKS, )
District or COLuunis, v

WASHivorox, AUKUjt f, tsTJ V
Respectfully referred to Deputy Engineer

Oertly, who will fix the price for this work and
give the necessary directions.

uj oraer oi tne ooara, Uuas. S. Johxsos,
Assistant secretary.

The work done by Mr. Fletcher Is the same as
latDerformed in laTlDir ths naiirlnz aero:

Mall, rlt: Jointing, occasional taking out of
furnishing sand and cement and laving the flag.
glngj (hauling done by board.) The price fixed
upon for Sereqth, Twelfth and Fourteenth streets
was thirty-fou- r csnts per square foot. Mr. Smith
called several times on account of the doable Una
of flagging on Third street, and I would respect-
fully ask for Instructions la this matter.

Most respectfully, B. Oxitlt,
Deputy Engineer.

AtniUST t, 1373.
Respectfully returned to Deputy Engineer

Oertly, who will sse Mr. Smlth-am- l say tbat the
board has not the means to put down doable lines
unless he specially desires it. 11 he does, you will
hare it done. Yoa will giro the same price as has
heretofore been glren for the some work.

lly order ot the board.
Chas. S. Johisot,

Assistant Secretary.
Acoost 8, 1373.

I hare the honor to report that I bare teen Mr.
Smith, who Ins'sts on the double lines of flagging,
the Inner one sufficiently raised to afford of a good
view of the garden. The double line is only desired
for Third street, and not for Maryland arenue,
and Inasmuch as the Gorernment will pay for this
work,tni" Rishes or Mr. Smith onght tobecom-tilie- d

with.
Most respectfully, B. OXItTtT,

Deputy ngineer.
Auocbt 13, 1373.

By the Chairman: Q. Now, this seems to be
a lettcf addressed to the Board of Public
Works by Mr. Fletcher. A. Yes. sir.

Q. In tho ordinary course of business where
would that letter go? A. To the vice presi
dent.

Q. Would it be opened by him! A. It would
do opened oy mm.

Q. Would It be laid before the board! A
Not at that time. At that time it was not
usual to lay these before the board.

Q. At that time was It the custom, of the
w iHiucu. ui ,uc W.1U, vi uiu lie iu iai;fc

open the letters addressed to the Board of
fuDllc works, and answer them as from the
board,--, without, consultation with the board!
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Or with any member of the board to your
knowledge! A. To my knowledge, not any
member of the board. Other members may
have been consulted, but I did not know It.

q. Then, as a role, you did" not see letters
addressed to the Board of Public Works! A.
No, sir.

q. And had no knowledge of the contents?
A. No, sir.

q. Where were these letters generally kept!
A. In the office of the vice president.

q. Has the vice president an office different
from the office of the Board of Public Works!
A. It Is on a different story. The engineer's
office is in tho third story, and the vice presi-
dent's offices are in the second story.

q. Where Is the office or the Board of Public
Works! A. The vice president's private room
Is considered the office of the Board ofPublic
Works.

q. Where should that paper be deposited; In
what office! A. Among the files of the vice
president.

Q. The Board of Public Works has no office,
mem a. no, sir; it nas no omce.

Q. Is there any clerical officer who has
charge of this Class of correspondence; or Is It
In the custody of the vice president! A. The
clerical officers have charge of these letters.

Q. Are not such letters frequently written;
were they not, during this time, of dally occur-
rence! A. Oh, yes, of daffy pccurrcnce.

Q. Comlnz from contractors everv dav! A.
Yes, sir.

Q. And were not these offices open, and
these papers open to the Inspection of every
member of tho Board of Public Works, or were
tney concealed oy mo vice president from nls
fellow members! A. Oh, no; they were not
concealed.

Q. You had. access, as a member of the Board
of Public Works, to any paper or correspond-
ence addressed to the board, had'you not! A.
I would have most likely, but the mass of let-
ters that came It would not be possible for any
human being to find out the important letters.
Any one day there may be thirty or forty letters
come," where It would be absolutely Impossible
for me to control anything In such a way. ,

Q. But as a member of the board youhad
an opportunity of Inspecting everything ad-
dressed to 'the board, hod you not! A. I sup
pose so.

W. t only want to know the method of doing
business. A. That Is the method, sir. ' --

By Mr. Stewart.' Q. Is not this Very trans
action entered in your recorasi -
'Mr. Mattlnirlv. When referring to Mr.

Oertlyunderlhat order, Is It not entered .'on
mo puonc recoras oz your oincei A. les, sir;
It seems so.

Br Mr. Stanton: O. That Is. the records of... - . . . . '.me engineer s omce! A. xes, sir.
By Mr. Stewart: Q. This is the record or

your office, In the engineer's office, after It was
reierreatonimr a. xes, sir.

Q. That is the same transaction! A. Yes,
sir, exactly.

Q. Then, when It come there you knew all
about It! A.I knew so much that only two,
three or four days intervened a week inter-
venedwhen Mr. Oertly reported the price,
and when the board Instructed me to pay that
price; and I have repeated several times that
it is not possible for me to look prer all the
books every day. A week may have very well I
intervened without my looking at that book.

By the Chairman: Q. Yoa stated, in answer
to a question from merthat It was your cus-
tom to examine all Ihese book and papers in
your office, at least once a week! A. Once a
week, I say, more orless.

By Mr. Hubbell: Q. You say here, that Mr.
Oertly fixed the price! A. Yes, sir.

QTDoes it.not appear there that tho board
fixed the price, saying that he was to have the
same rate paid at other places for the same
work! A. Mr. Oertly reports to
lie reports the work done by Mr. Fletcher is
the same as that performed In laying the Sag

ging across the mall. I claim that it U not the
same work. I claim, since It Is old fiaggtn?, It
Is taken out or wind already. It Is Jointed
"'!? J1 msr ns4d oslonalBy Mr. Stewart: q. You say that it is not
the same work! A. No, sir.

Q. Yoa were in the habit of looking over
these books once a week. This entry Is
August 4! A. Yes, sir: and that date is
August 13. I wish to call attention to the fact
that August 4 b the date of the letter that
Mr. Fletcher wrote to tho board. It may have
taken three or four days until It came up to
me.

q. You say, then, that It is not the same
kind or flarzlnz. How Ion? after your atten
tion-wa- s called to this, and after yoa knew of
it. was it Deloro mere was any payment maae
under that! A. I wish to call attention now
to this abstract. Is not In strict
correspondence with the letter which I read.
The abstract reads here:" Fletcher has commenced work on bis contract
to Joint and set Bag footway around the Botanle
garden, but, owing to the price not being fixed,
has not yet signed the contract: states that he
does tho grading, furnishing the sand, cement.
Jointing and setting the stones. In net, orery-thln- g

exeent famishing the stone. Sir. Smith,
superintendent or the Botanla garden, wants two
footways on Third street or nine foot in the prose-
cution of this work."

There Is no statement showing that there
was old flagglnj; to be relald. It is left out
here In this. The letter which has been read
just now stated that this was old flagging,
while In my abstract, which you have had an
opportunity to see, docs not show that.

By Mr. Mattlngly : q. The material Tact In
thU matter Is lieyoad that. You testify in
the"se words, page 2039; as a member of the
Board of Public Works vou took the stand

I here and stated under oath :
'A n.l ,( rvt.mm fi Ih. jw,i,,mm, wb& A ., f.
private correspondence betweeaMr. Shepherd
and Mr. Oertly, of my oHcj. jFJ

rfow I want io" know of you whit opinion
would naturally be inferred from such a state-
ment as that made by you? A. I let others
draw conclusions. I have stated my case. I
may have unfortunately worded this; by pri-
vate correspondence, I have repeatedly said, I
meant an official correspondence kept private
from me.

Q. I know upon you have;
but ysu are a man of more than ordinary Intel-
ligence. A. I do not know that; I am glad to
hear It from yon.

Q. Well, I Hunk yoa arc In a certain way.
Now, yoa have stated tnat you appreciated
what you were do!n;rand you stated that tb"e
prices for the contractors were fixed by a pri
vatc correspondence between Mr. Shepherd and
the deputy engineer of the office.

The Ghalrmin. Mr. Mattlngly, I think Mr.
Cluss has sufficiently explained that
He states now that he did not mean to saytbat
it was a .private correspondence, but that it
was a Correspondence of which ho had no
Knowledge.

iir. 31atllnry. I understand bis explanation.
sir: I only want to get out of him his Intention
in statin; a he did.

The onalman. You can put that question.
The Witness. I .have stated that my inten-

tion was to express official correspondence
done through a private channel.

air. juattinsry. mat was your intention!
A. Yes, sir; it certainly did not mean anything
else..

Mr. Block. The Board of Public Works had
been established, anl the D.strict government
was In full operation for a year or so beiore
yon were appointed ! A. Yes, sir.

Q. At the time when you were appointed had
vou anv doubt that it was the oblect of tha
President and his advisers, the Board of Pub
lic Works and others, to procure the services
or a competent and upright man I A. No, sir;
none at all; on the contrary.

Q. Yon accepted tho compliment contained
in that letter which you read yesterday as
being sincere, did you not! A. Mr. Black, I
am too old for vanity. I accepted. I showed
it only as a record.

Q. Yoa supposed, at all events, that they
were sincere 1 A. Yes, sir; I thought they
were sincere, and I think so still.

q. Then ou lad no Idea that this was an
invitation to you to take the pari of a set of
rogues, wno would promote tncir own private
interests st the oxpensc of the public! A. I
should certainly never have Joined them if I
bad bad tbat idea.

q. You never would have accepted it if you
had not believed that that was the purpose!
A. No, sir.

q. Is not the office or engineer to that board
oneoi toe most important in ui A. uertainiy.

q. Was it possible for them to cheat the
public for the contractor to cheat the public
either as to quality or quantity of the work, or

Lthe price of the work, without your concur
rence? A. ihe united states, yes; tne con-
tractor, no.

q. A contractor might cheat by getting
nigner pncesi a. i mean mat tne engineer
has pretty lull control in seeing that a con-

tractor gets no more quantity than what he
actually lays, and gets no more price than tho
board fixed.

q. As to the measurement or the work and
the quality or it, it was necessary that the en-

gineer should approve the bill before the con-
tractor could be finally paid and settled with!
A. Yes, sir.

o. Then there are estimates to be made that
nobody can make without the engineer's ap-

proval! A. Yes, sir.
q. Therefore as regards these estimates, and

as regards the measurement of the work after
it was none, in oraer to commit iraua upon me
Government or upon the public, it would be
absolutely necessary to have the concurrence
of the engineer. He must be an accomplice in
It before it could be perpetrated, must he not!
A. I hare stated not against the United States.
Gross errors have been perpetrated against the
United states without the knowledge or the
engineer pf the board, he not being privy to
the transactions as to. the measurements.

Q. Astowhlchoft&em! A. I have stated
quite a number of them. .

q. Do you mean now those estimates tha.
were made upon work upon which the $1,210,.
000 appropriation is based! A. That Is It.

q. They were made before you came in.
Was that done with your concurrence, or was
your concurrence necessary to accomplish that!
A. A letter was read here this morning of Jan-
uary 5, 1873, when I was a member of the board,
and at that date the vlco nresldcnt told Mr.
Oertly to take charge of this. He did not In-

form the engineer In charge that he had depu-
tized Mr. Oertly to do it, but went to his assist
ant ana toia nun to no it. oo me. engineer m
charre Is not responsible for those errors.

q. After you were in office could that be done
without your concurrence! A. It has been
done.

q. And it was done without your concur
rence! xes, sir. I nave demurred to It, but,
of course I did not see, until the Governor's
answer came out, whether these measurements
tor me uovernment were right or wron'r. bo.
or course, I had no-- These measurements
upon which all this money was paid and you
remember that yesterday a number or vouchers
were shown here which were balances for the
measurements.

q. Walt sir; was it not illenl for them to
proceed with those measurements and esti
mates and lay tbem before Congress without
first celling your approbation! A. I stated
yesterday that this was my humble opinion;
not exactly illegal: but I thought that at least
the spirit or the law was that the Board or
fnbiic works shall measure this work that
the engineer should do so.

q. That you thought was your duty! A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Now, whether It was your duty Is one
question: but did you perform that duty! A.
I was debarred from performing it.

Q. Yon think now, and you thought then,
that it was your duty and you did not do It! A.
Your question does not convey the right Im-

pression.
Q. The question does not, but perhaps the

answer will. A. I mean to say that within
six week alter these appropriat.ons were

body could recover from the shock or seeing
wnal was going on.

q. Hardly anybody could recover! A. Conld
recover and see, after he came to his senses,
what was actually done. After the main part
of the work was done it was not worth while
for me to trouble about the little balances.

q. This was done, then, clandestinely and
without your knowledge! A. Without my
knowledge; I will not say clandestinely.

Q. Well, without your knowledgo. Was It
done so tbat you did not know anything about
It at all! A. I did not know anything about it.
I knew after awhile that they were measurln?:
but at tho outset, for sure, I did not know fur
a length or time. ..

Qrou knew-tha- t It was your duty to un
derstand this, and to stop It if It was wrong,
did you not! A. I am only one member or the
board, you know, and if the vies nretldent
would afrthat time assume to act for the board,
and the other memberswcre Indifferent to it,
what could I, or a single member of the board,
do!

Q. Did you try! A. Nobody eyer asked me

Q. If It was your doty, as an engineer, to
tee to this, how was It possible for these peo-
ple to make these deceptions these deceptive
estimates or measurements! A. I wish to be
understood. Ifyou call them deceptive mea-
surements it I your word, and not mine.

Q. Why did yoa say that you had a quarrel,
or something approaching a quarrel, with Mr.
Willard because you had determined to stick
to the rights of your offlco! Why did you not
stick to the rights or yoar offllce! A. Because
when I go Into a new field of operation, which

did in December, 1873, It Is my habit to make
myieU. atqdalnteir with the" details, and to let
the thing co on rtn its usual courts unlQ I am
posted.-an- dare say It took me until the lau
ler partoi me summer or vns; and to,lt was
not forme to Interfere-- without .knowing ex-
actly how It was. I was new In that office.
ouu iTAe a icw uays ui si tao uuo wnea Air.
Oertly was deputized by the Governor.

Q. Then It must have been a mistake to sup-
pose that yoa; were competent for these duties
IT you will stand by and see Ihcso things Bone
without making tn effort, t Meast, to stop
them! A. I do not know about that.

Q. You say that these things were dono so

fas that you could not recover from the shock
of one before another was done! A. Yes, sir.
. Q. You were hit to rapidly that you were,

down all the time! A. I was never down. I
was always up. Iaarsostill. -

q. Were yoa upright! A. Upright, sir.
q. Now, these estimates and measurements

which you 'approved, are they right! A. To
the best .of my knowledge.

q. You now say tbey were right. There was
nothing wrong about any or them! A. If an
error occurred It certainly Is an exception, and
correctness Is the rule.

q. Including those which you stated the
other day were wrong, and which you hod
never approved of, and" never signed? A. Yes,
sir.

q. You consider that they an right now.
You now correct your testimony In chler by
saying that these measurements which you
pronounced wrong, and which you declared you
never had approved, all are rijht, and you did
approve of them! A. I do not know what you
hare reference to. Whose measurements!

Q. I have reference to certain measurements
and estimates upon which you denied that you
had anything to do, and went back upon them
and said you were not responsible for them;
that yoa had never signed any approval, and
when the piper was produced to yoa you ad-
mitted that you had! A. There is that single
cose In this large bundle or papers. When It
was presented to my office, no records being
there, and harln; been niads up there oa an
official formality, I was requested to s'gn those
baanees from avenues. Tbey were balances;
they were not the measurements themselves,
to the best or my knowledge.

q. There was one paper, a very Important
one, which you said you had signed without
understanding it, because you had only eight
days to examine, and another which you said
you had signed on the first or November, and
which hod been presented to you only on the
us; oi uctooer, ana yoa naa sat up an nigatl
A- - That Is. correct.

Q. And hod not been able to understand,
and you put your name to it, nevertheless.
Now, when these papers w.-r- e handed to you
for examination and approval, were they not
handed to you with the unlerstsndinz that
you were to approve and did approve of them
as you would find it right to dot A. Anybody
who sees that mass or figures, those columns
oi figures, would see that it was Impossible
for me, and that I had to rely upon tha confi-
dential assistant, Mr. Oertly, whom the Gov-
ernor had done the honor of deputizing.

Q. Answer In general terms, now : bad you
not Just as good a right to say no as to say yes
when you were asked ir these pipers were cor-ccc-t?

A. I had a right, or course, to refuse,
but my desire at that time woj not to interfere
with the operations of the government, because
I had no positive proofs, in fact no proof at all
from which I could infer that anything was
done carelessly. Therefo-- e I was certainly
Justified In relying upon the first assistant of
the office and affixing my official signature.

Q. And you approved them, then, because
you believed them at the time to be right? A.
Yes, sir.

Q. You believe them now to be riht? A.
Well, do not know.

Q. Now, youbclldvethcmto bo right, or have

fou
changed your mind about tbat? A. After

seenlho3e careless measurements against
the Government, my confidenco Is shaken, and
If I would have seen this before, I never should
have signed those papers In such a hasty man-
ner as tbey were presented to me.

q. Then these papers were wrong after all?
A. I do not say they ore right or wrong. My
confidence Is shaken In them since I saw this
volume or testimony lu here.

q. ir they are wrong, who Is responsible for
them; the man who solemnly under Ills offldal
oath said they were right, or somebody else!
A. I have stated distinctly the circumstance
under which these papers were brought to me.
The Secretary or the Treasury, I believe, has
In the same way signed the Sanborn contracts
because he has put right before him a couple
or huudred a day,

q. Do you think an officer Is morally or In-
tellectually competent for his place who will
sign a paper without knowing whether it is
right or wrong, and an important paper; the
validity and effect of which depends upon his
signature! Is it not as bod as giving a Judg-
ment without evidence, and a false Judgment
at that! A. I had a right, you know, at.thit
time to-- rely upon my first assistants.

q. You bad a right to rely upon them? Have
you: a right to deny tho integrity of these gen-
tlemen! A. Not integrity, but the accuracy or
these statements.

q. Have you any more right to donbt their
accuracy than they have to doubt yours when
there Is a difference or opinion between you
and them on a subject which they have actu-
ally examined and you have not? A. He u a
subordinate or mine. I am chief. My word
rule; therefore I did not discuss the matter with
him.

q. After having received this appointment
you ccafided, It seems, very fully In the integ-
rity of yoar associates, did you not! A. I cer-
tainly did.

q. In all or them! A. Yes, sir. I hod known
Mr. Oertly for many years to be the measurer
oi the Treasury Department, and so I certainly
had a fair right to infer that he was careful.

q. Not only the subordinates of your office,
but In your associates the gentlemen who were
associated with you on the Board of Public
Works! A. I have stated tbat before.

q. You did! A. Yes, sir.
q. Xou answered in the affinnitlTc! A.

Yes, sir.
q. Then you went on very harmonlou'Iy

with them for a length of time, did you not?
A. Up to this day I have never had any trou-
ble with either of them of any great effect,
though I always firmly and earnestly asserted
my rights whenevctthc question seemed to bo
imperious.

q. You don't charge them with anything
that Is even irregular in their conduct now: are
we to unJerstan 1 that! A. I hare blamed tha
systsa indUSt IhS Hen. I say the system Is

4e$tl the best men to corruption In tho end. I
nave notbing to say against the urn, bit
against tne system.

q. Then the system was as welladmlnistcrol
by them as such a system could be! A I
think so; It is this mode or doing business I do
not approve of. That Is what I say. Shall ths
same question be repeated to me threo times
after I have answered it for the Durnoseof ret
ting conflicting testimony out of me.

Q. They sad you were ongsged together In
the administration of a system which; was
essentially defective, and must lead to bad re-
sults! A. In the end.

Q. They and you were both engaged In the
administration Of that system I A . Yon, sir.

Q. You being principally responsible for
whatever there was wronx about It I A. I did.
not say that.

Q. I understood you to say that the engtrcer
was much the most important officer In'tLe'
board I A. Yes, sir.

Q. In regard to Its financial results ? A. In
regard to its financial results; I do not mean
that; I mean so far as the Improvements the
streets and sewers are concerned. In financial
matters the vice president has so far taken tha
exclusive lead.

Q. You and they were enga-e- d together la
the administration of this syatcm, and yoa com-
mit irregularities altogether?

The Witness. All of us you mean?
Mr. Black. Yes, sir; all or you. A. Yes, sir;

I am ready to take my share of the blame.
Better late than never.

Q. Did not these Irregularities consist almost
entirely lu your failure to perform your duty!
A. No, tlr.

Q. Then tvho was It that caused any fatluro?
A. 1 have stated so many details that It Is
hardly worth while to waste the lime to go
over them again.

O. It was uol the dntv of anv other member
of the Board ot Public Works to examine
and approve the measurements! A. You Just
now

0. Did not the vice president or tha Board of
Public Works refer these subject Jo you

subject; and had tbey not the right to suppose,
after you had examined them, that you baa
given your approval conscientiously! A. The
vice president In referrin; these papers to me
was well aware that It was utterly lrapp,a bio
for any human being to ga Into the dslalls of
these measurements.

q. Then he supposed you werero much ofa
rogue that you would do It without knowing
anything about It! A. Tbey thought, upon
sceltig the system upon which It was carried
on, and upon knowing the men who had dona
It, that I was Justified in fixing my official seal
to It.

q. Did the vice president suppose that yoa:
would take those papers before you and then
simply shut your eyes to the. facts and put
your nima to them without knowing whether
they were true or fiUci A. I did not shut my
eyes to the fact.

Did tho vies president expjet yoa to doIQ, a thing as that! Wasn't tt your duty, ir
; "u ui. nuu iu examine mem, to Keep
them until you hod time? A. I could, not pos-
sibly have done It. That U just the same as irI took a hand-boo- k or mathematics

0. Seo here; please state whether or not
there could be anr lastlflntinn. A. it...could be a Justification.

0. What, for your signing false papers! A.
Idld not say these papers were false; bullsay I do not know whether or no they are ac
curate in all the detail. I do not eay they are
filte.
. Q. Ir thev nra nnfc fil lhwr r iniA A

There Is something between the two between
ma two extremes.

Q. Was there anything between ths two ex-
tremes in vonr eandust! Wera von iiit fT"
whether the'papsrs were or notr Ifyou signed
them. without-knowin- g what yoa were, doing,
or Inquiring what you: were dolnz. Is not that
as bid.u If you knew tUty.wtrs Arise! A. No;
mat is not as oaav

q. Do yoa think that whin a man swears to -
a fact as true and he do-- s not know who'hsr
it is true or not. that he does not commit Dar :

Jury' A. That tt for you legal gentlemen to
ucscrnuno.

q. A legal gentleman or a man of common
sense either. A IegI gentla-ni- will dater-aic- a

that Is perjury. A. Ycry well, tben.
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